The Literature Review 

For your Science Fair Project

Due Oct. 15, 2010
What is a Literature Review?
A literature review is a summary of research that has been published or is available to you about a particular subject. It provides the reader with an idea about the current situation in terms of what has been done, and what we know. Sometimes it includes suggestions about what needs to be done to increase the knowledge and understanding of a particular problem.

How do you write a Literature Review?
1.  Once you have found the articles, read them and take notes. Write the literature review from your notes.  
2.  A literature review usually has three sections:
1) Introduction: Introduce your topic and briefly explain why this is a significant or important area for study. Define terms if necessary. 

2) Summary of articles: In a paragraph or two for each article, briefly explain the purpose of the article and the major findings. 

3) Conclusion: Briefly summarize the major findings of the articles chosen. Discuss how these findings will help you plan your experiment.

4) References: List the articles and items used in your Literature Review by using Easy Bib at easybib.com (Keep a bibliography in progress using easybib.com and saving it in Word as you find information.)

What kinds of resources do you use in your Literature Review?
1. Books about the topic you have selected.

2. Newspaper, magazine, and web based articles on your topic.

3. Information on packaging from products you hope to investigate.

4. Interviews of scientists who may have knowledge of your topic.

5. Others?  See Mrs. Gardiner or Mrs. Jordan.  Remember, the Internet is not, and should not be, the only resource you use!

What kind of information do you look for in your review of available literature?

1. Definitions of terms that apply to your topic.

2. Scientific studies and results already found on research similar to your topic.

3. “Claims” made by products – on their wrappers and in their advertising - you hope to study.

4. Chemical compositions or reactions of items you plan to study.

How do you take notes during your review of the literature?

1. Find the articles or materials you wish to use.

2. Write your notes on individual note cards.  These notes should be in your own words.  Also, do NOT copy and paste into a Word document to create a paper.  Using someone else’s words without giving them credit (using quotes and citing the words) and using the Copy and Paste functions without citing correctly are both examples of  plagiarism and is not acceptable.  

3. Use some sort of color code for each article or material you use in your notes.  For example, a yellow dot on a card means the info on that card came from a specific book, a pink dot for another book, a green dot for a particular website.  Be sure to keep one index card that is a color key for these color dots (like a map key).  Use a separate color for cards that have terms and definitions on them.

4. Reorganize your note cards, as needed, so they are grouped by definitions and by articles.  One pile of note cards might be definitions.  Each article will have its important points put together in their own piles.  Remember, each article or item in your review is summarized in its own paragraph, but the conclusions part of your review will need for you to mix some cards from different articles.

Now it is time to write the Literature Review.  

1. Remember the three sections:  Introduction, Article summaries, Conclusions 

2. Write a complete bibliography using easybib.com.

3. Be sure you have not plagiarized.  Anything you wrote directly from a resource should be quoted and cited.

4. Type your paper in Word using Times New Roman, size 12 font, double spaced, normal margins.

Literature Review Score (Standard – IUCP)

Name _________________________

Your score _____________________

	
	Possible points
	Actual points

	Cover
	5 points
	

	Introductory paragraph/s
	10 points
	

	Article summaries and thoughts with correct citations as needed
	60 points (10 per article)
	

	Closing paragraph
	10 points
	

	Bibliography
	10 points
	

	Format
	3 points
	

	Rough draft is paper clipped to the back
	2 points
	

	Total points
	100 points
	


Notes – due Sept. 17, 2010  – Up to 21 points  (bibliography card, color coding, at least 6 articles with 5 to 10 note cards each, a single piece of info per card, and a set of cards with vocabulary terms on them – 1 term and definition per card)
Rough draft – due 10/4/2010 – not graded
