Reader’s Response Journal Questions

· How does the writing – descriptive phrases, images, and so on – create an overall feeling or tone in the selection?

· Is dialogue or description used effectively?

· Is there an important symbol that adds meaning to the selection?  (How is the symbol represented in different parts of the story?)

· What key figures of speech such as metaphors and similes add to the writing?

· What effect does the setting have on the characters?

· Does the setting expand your understanding of a specific time and place?

· How is suspense built into the story?

· What external or internal conflict(s) affect the main character?

· How does the main character change from the beginning of the story to the end of the story?

· Does the selection show you what it is like to experience racism, loneliness, and so on?

· Write a letter to the author expressing your feeling about this book.  (This should be done in letter format.)

· Create a dialogue between you and a main character of the book.

· Do you think this title fits this book?  Why or why not?

· Has this book helped you in some way?

· What is the most important word in this book?  The most important passage?  The most important event?  Explain your answer.

· Identify two examples of foreshadowing in the book and make predictions based on the foreshadowing.

· Provide three idioms included in your book and explain what they mean.

· Identify details that either support of do not support the main idea of the book.

· Summarize one or two chapters.

· Describe the main character’s problem in the story and find alternative ways to solve it.

· Predict the outcome of this story

· Describe the effect on the story if someone else told it.

· Defend someone’s view that this is the worst book ever written.

· What changes could be made to the story to make it more intriguing to older adults?

· Compare this book to one we have read in class.

· Pretend you are the author of this book.  Sell it to a publishing company.

· What do character’s actions and words reveal about the main character?

· Name and describe the theme of this story.

· Is there anything that makes this author’s work unique?

· What idea or ideas does this story make you think about?  How does the author get you to think about this?
